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CHARLES SHEPHERD, NEWPORT, VT,,O0CTOBER 11,1894.
INTERVIEWED BY RICHARD RATHBUN.

Q. How long have you been on Lake Memphre-
magog?

A. Since I was born; I belong on the Canade
side.

Q. Have you ever done any fishing?

A, I have, but not for market. John Holt-
ham and Mr.Babinow are both old fishermen at
the Mountain House; and a Mr.Young, who
comes here from down the country, gets more
fish then an& one else on the lake.

Q. Is he & market fisherman?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what part of the lake at the Canadian
side is commercial fishing carried on--mar-
ket fishing?

A. Between the Mountain House, Rondeau, to



Lord's Island.

Q. Do they do much south of Rondeau?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do they do much north of Lord's Island?
A. Yes 8ir, they troll considerably there.

Q. How do they fish for the market general-

A, With the troll.

Q. Don't they use any nets?

A, No, sir.

Q. Not at any time?

A. No, sir.

Q. Haven't they allowed any net fishing?
A. Not without a lease. There was a time
when you could lease & ground by payving
$5.00 for it. There is a gpawning bed for
lake trout and lunge.

Q. I thought that there were gquite a number
of gill nets licensed?

A. No, sir; they will not license you to



use & seine; I paid $5.00 for & license to
fish for fresh water herring.

Q. How is it on the Americen side of the
lake?

A. They draw sgines here.

Q. What does the law say you masy seine for?

A. You may seine for fish for yourself.

Q. Why did they make then give up net fish-
ing in Canada?

A. I don't know. Net fishing is not al-
lowed on this lake. About t;wo weeks ago
they took a man's nets away from him.

Q. I understand tnat net fishing wes
stopped on the Vermont side of the lake?

A. I don't know as to that.

Q. Do you know where Mr.Henry's cottage is?
A. It is on the bay just sauth of the Can-
ada line. Brook Point is the place.

Q. What are the commoner net fishes taken

here that would be eatable?



A. The lunge is the nicest fish that there
is; and there are perch, but they are gener-
elly smell; I eaught one weighing 2 1/4
pounds once.

Q. Are the so-cs lled shad very abundant?
A. They used to be; I saw the time--Decem-
ber 2--on Lord's Island, when they drew ten
barrels of thenm.

Q. Do you have black bass coming in here?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. What other fishes have you?

A. The lunge, the black bass, the perch,
the shed, and they put in some of these
whitefish, but they are not plentifnul; you
will find plenty of them when the ice goes
out .

Q. Have you any sturgeon here?

A. No, sir.

Q. Bullheads?

A. There are a few of them;we get them up



around the shores.

Q. How sbout the Canadian pike?

A, There are no pike, but they have yellow
pickerel. ‘

Q. Are they abundant?

A. Xot very, but éouth of Newport they are.
There used to be gquite a few of those lings.
Q. Are there any eels?

A, There is any amount of them.

Q. And suckers?

A, The leke is full of them--you get thsm
in the fsll. That is about all the fish
there are in the lake.

Q. Now taking the so-called shad of the
lake, what arse they most like? You say they
are not a shad?

A. People here claim they are, but they are
not; they are just like & herring, they have
scales on them.

Q. How lerge do they grow?



A. 1 have cawht them weighing five pounds.
Q. What would they average in size?

A. A pound or & pound and a half; it is
very seldom you pget one that weichs four or
five pounds.

Q. When did they begin to put whitefish in
tne lake?

A. 1 cennot say, but I think it is s much
28 nine vears ago.

Q. Did you ever see any of them?

A. Not of any size, but I have heard of
fishermen catching them weipghing half or
three-quarters of & pound.

Q. Do they look anything like & shad?

A. No, sir; they are very small fish; they
look like chubs.

Q. Did you ever see the shad from Lake Cham-
plain?

A. No, sir; I never fished on the upper

lake. They catch the shad illegally here



all summer., There was 2 man at the docks
here this summer that was on the Canada side,
and he got themn in 2 net.

Q. Could you catech shad with a2 hook?

A, I never saw any one fish for them with a
hook. .

Q. They have the shad in Lake Champlain,
and wovld you not think they would be the
same--they apgree with your description?

&, Perheps so; they look just like a her-
ring in the head.

Q. How long have these shed been here?

A. I think they have been here for 75 years,
but I have seen wnitefish weishing helf a
pound with not a scale on thnhem.

Q. The whitefish and herring are very close
together?

A. Yes, sir. The shad has & long peeked
nose, quite like & herring.

Q. What is the nose of your shad?



A. Just exactly the shape of & herring's.

Q. How is ths upper side of the beak--is it
larger then the lower one?

A. Yes, sir; it falls over more then the
lower one; they resemble & herring more than
anytning else I have ever seen. The nose is
more rovnd then a whitefish's.

Q. The lunge, &8s you call it--you have only
one of those?

A. We have the silver lunge, the gray lunge,
and the copper lunge,

Q. GHow do they dif fer?

A, Thev differ in color. The copper lunge
is & short thick-set fish.

Q. Do youn get the three different kinds in
different depths of weter?

A, No, sir,; &ou catch them at the surface
and at the bottom. In the swmer, of course,
you troll at the bottom with ﬁ heavy lead.

Q. When do you troll st the surface?



A. In the spring and fall. Now is a good
time to troll at the surfacse. You will hard-
ly ever catch them trolling with a light
troll. ;

Q. When does the lunge spawn here?

A, The season used to be from the 15th of
Octoﬁer to the 15th of November; it is now
from the 15th of October to the 1st of Decem-
ber; you will get more fish now; I conld get
a hundred dollars now for all I wonld ecateh
from now until the 1st of December. They go
up the lake enywhere from the 5th to the
10th of Oectober,

Q. Do they spawn at many plesces and come
into very shallow watear?

A. Yes, sir; I hsve stood in the water and
you could feel them with your hends; they
would swim right through between your fest.
Q. Has there been any decresse in the lunge?

A. They claim that there has been, but I
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don't think there has. When I was 10 veers
0ld T used to go out before breakfast and
get 8 or 9 of them; but now I might troll
two or tiree hoursg each day end maybé(I
wonldn't cet 2 bite in three dsys. Two
weeks ago ] went down with an old fisherman
trolling with artificiel beait, and we caught
four inside of &n hour; but that was owing
to the bait. These 0ld fishermen troll with
the young trout for bait and they catech a
rood deal of fish.

Q. When does the shad spawn?

A. They come on when the lunge do; you will
find them from the middle of October to the
lat of December. They run 2 little later
then the lunge.

Q. How are'they in abundance?

A. They are quite as plentilul..

Q. Are they as abundant as they used to be?

A, 1 don't think they are; we nsed to get
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lots of them 10 years 8go, I have seen a
bushel end & helf teken in a draw.
Q. You would never fish for them with 2
hook?
A, No, sir.
Q. When you went fishing lor them, what
sort of bait did you heave?
A, Minno\vs.

e
Q. Are there any perch here?
A, Yes, sir; the shorg is lined with them.
Q. Are your psrch small?
A. The ever-ap;é, is small, but you will get
some very good ones,
Q. Do many of them weigh more than half a
pound?
A, They will not average that, but you will
get some lerger,
Q. What could the market fisherman do if he
got many of them?

A, He eould sell them to these summer
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houses.

Q. Bwut he conldr't send them sway [rom mar-
ket?

A, VYo, sir. s

O. They &are not regarded as & market fish?
A, Yo, sir.

Q. How ebout the yellow pickerel?

A. They don't market them.

Q. Do the sport lishermen fish for the pick-
erel? -

A, Eo; sir.

Q. They wouldn't thHink they were doing any-
thing fishing for pickerel?

A. No, sir. There was a Mr.Palmer on this
laeke this gummer and 1 heard him talking
abont these pike. He claimed that those
lerge ones thet we head were tow trout. I
sew them eoming into the market here, and 1
couldn't tell the difference between the

Leke Supérior trout and what they call the
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tow trout.

Q. Are there any good bess fishing srounds

about here?

A, There are some black bass mrounds he-
/7}uu?7}

tween the lountain House and Grand Islend--

abont &ll those islands,

Q. How on the American side?

A. They @re quite plenty down here by ;;rse

lieck Island.

Q. The lrke is wall supplied with bess for

good sport fishing?

A. Yes, sgir.

€. Do they ever catch swuckers and mullet?

A. Ko, sir.

Q. And you ssy they don't csteh bullheads?
A

. Only for their own use.

QO

. I suppose there are a good many summer
visitors here?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And they want sport fishing?
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A, Yes, sir; they enjoy it.

€. Where do they go--to different places?
A. Most of thean stop at the I.i‘mmtain House.
Q. You say they went the blaeck bass?

A. Yes, s8ir,

Q. Do they went the lake trout and the
lunge?

L, Yes, sir; the lunge is a favorite spe-
cigs; they cetel percn very muach, too--they
skin then snd cleen them, but they are very

wormy .
Q. Would 2 limited amount of net fishing
hurt the sport fishing? Is it well to allow
eny net fishing in this lake? -
A. Yo, 8ir; 1 ¢hink it would be bstter to
have no net "fi"sh'ing. " There was & man down
here this summer and he had a thousand feet
of gill net helf across the lake. He let

his net stey there and he would perhaps

eateh 50 lunge and sometimes more in it, and



as long as he had his nst there nobody else
could cateh sny lunge, for they were all run-
ning in the net. Another thing, thev will
put set 1ines in; one was put in 1,600 f;;t
long with over 200 hooké on end thiev took it
away, nobody Kknew whose it wes., Nothing
like thet should be 2llowed. They will put
them thlough the ice in the winter and then
put on leaders; that should not be allowed.
Q. Whet kinds of nets have been nssed in the
lake?

A, Seines.

Q. How many seines would be in use ut one
time?

A. There wes & time when there were 75 or
100 seines in the lake; T have seen 75 on
the same bar; thest was 1b yecars ago.

Q. How lonr since they stopped seining on
the Cansde side? Did 'it graduelly cdie out?

A. It gradually died out; that is, people



didn't care sbout paving for the leases.

Q. Was the law enforead regarding seining?
A. The officer wonld come along, and if he
found you seinins you would talk with him
and rive him a dollar and he wonld ro away
satisfied.

Q. Now they don't 2liow that?

A, Yo, sir,

Q. What time Gid they scine them?

A. A1l throurh the close season,; from the

first of October to sbout the 10th of Decem-

ber.

Q. What wonld they catch?

A. Shed eand lunge; when they were on the
spawning beds they would get shad end lunge
togethar.,

Q. Was there a close season for the shad
quring November?

A. Fo, sir.

Q. Was there any spring seining?

16



A

17

A. Yo, sir.

Q. Were gill nets used here extensively?

A. They used to use than 1L years ago, four
or ["ive fishermen used to use than. —

G. When would they use then?

2. In the close season.

Q. They wouvldn't use then during the summer
or spring?

#. Yo, sir, they never thought of that busi-
ness then. o

€. What have they been using in the last

three or four vears?

A, They use gill nets in deep water} they
uged to use the 7ill nsts on tﬁe spawning

grounds in the close season; but for the

Iast four or five yvears they have been used

" in deep water.

Q. Would they cateh snad in them in ths

summe r?

A. Yes, s8ir; a man took 200 pounds of shad
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with then.

Q. Irn what depth of water?

A. I shonld think =dout 40 or 50 feet.

Q. What month wes this?

A. 1t was about tiae 2d of October.

Q. Whet other kinou of Tishing hes been car-
ried on for merket purposes?

A, Trolline.

Q0. And thel nas been on Lae spawning
grounds generelly?

A. No, sir; they don't do much trolling on
the spawning grmmas--anly in the summer,
fall &nd spring. In winter they [fish
through the ice.

Q. In how deep weter?

A. In different depths; it would vary from
25 to 90 and 100 feet.

Q. In what depth of water would the troll-

ing be?

A. About the same.
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Q. 1Is deep water trolling carried on exten-
sively?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. How many, would you say, are engaged in
it in this leake?

A. About 15.

Q. Would you not regard that as a legiti-
mate met hod of fishing?

A, Yes, sir. |

Q. Is it allowed in Canada?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And I suppose it is 2llowed on this side,
too?

A. No, sir,

Q. You think that with trolling a hook the
Fish are given a pretty good chance?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Have set lines been used extensively?

A. No, sir,

Q. What is the objecetion to using set lines?



A. A set line is a good deal on the prineci-
ple of a gill net. There was a time on this
lake when you could pull up a bushel of min-
nows; I have seen lunge come in there early
in the spring and feed on then, but you can-
not get one now, because they are all eaten
up by the perch.

Q. You don't think much of the perch?

ﬂ;. No, sir; they have destroyed the minnows
and the black bass are destroying them.

Q. Would the black bass be taken by deep
water trqlling?

A. They use a fly mostly for the black bass.
Q. What months do they generally fish for
them?

A, July and August are good months with a
fly.

Q. Are there many visitors here now?

A. There were some here last week at the

.Mountain House, and some of them are there
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in June. I think people ocught to have the
right to draw the seine in the fell. You
will not get but very few lunge. The season
should be from the first of October to the
20th of November, because they do most of
the spawning before. They spear for them.
Q. Have they speared a good deal during
those seasons?

A, A great deal, and they have taken a lot
of fish.

Q. Do yvou know whether they ever took any
bass in the seines when they used them?

A. I never saw a bass taken in a seine.

Q. Did you draw a2 seine in the ssason when
the bass would be inshore?

A. Fo, sir.’

Q. The seasons when the seines were used
were the time when the bass were away?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Did you ever hear of then taking bass in
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£ill nets? What is the size of yvour gill
net s?

A, They are from four to s8ix inches exten--
sion. ]

Q. How would the lunge run in size?

A. They would average {rom one-half pound
up to forty pounds.

Q. Do you get many weighing 16 pounds?

A, Yes, sir, I have seen several, ] have
seen as many as a dozen weighing [rom 12 to
25 pounds.

Q. But they don't want them so big?

A. Well, I don't know; everybody here wants
big fish; but for the market they rather pre-
fer the small fish.

Q. Do yoﬁ see many fish on the shoals?

A. From the 15th of October you will see
more fish on the shoals than you will in the
close season. Ten years ago you wouldn't

see & fish on the shoals.



Q. How abouwt the whitefish?

A. You will see a few whitefish on the
shoals ir the beginning of Oetober.

Q. Do they take spawn from ths shad?

A, No, sir.

Q. But they do from the lunge?

A, Yes, sir. kany of thoss fish that we
get are 211 rotten eround the tail--morti-
fied. They cateh them in the elose season,
st rip them, and let them go.

Q. Do they plant the fry of the lunge in
the lake?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How deep is the lake?

A} 600 feet is the deepest, &nd that is on
the left hend side going down--begyond the

Mountain House about & mile and a guarter.

‘Q. How do the depths run generally?

A. From here to the line they will average

from 8 to 60 feet; running ont south from



the Mountain l{ouse across to Province Island
it will not average over 20 feet; then, go-
ing the other way, the further down you get,
the deeper it is, until you gst to Buéklin's
Point--Gravelins Bay.

Q. What will the deepest water be down that
way?

A. 200 feet,.

Q. Do the snores descend rapidly?

A, In different places the siore gpoes off
rapidly, and in others the shallow water is
on the side; the east shore is rapid and the
west shore is shallow.

Q. As a whole, gre tiie fishes as abundant
in the lake a&s they used to be?

A. Bass and perch are more sbundant than
tihey used to be; shad are not as ebundant as
they used to be; I don't think lunge are
guite &8 abundant as they used to be.

Q. The fishing is good here still?
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2. Yes, sir, very mod.

Q. Ars there any suggestions yon could make
with regard to reculations? What do you
think, in 2 general way, the regulations
shonld be in regard to fishing?

A. T think there should be more appropria-
tion to proteect them in the fell; thet is,
they need proteetion during the spawning
period.

€. Do you think the closs season ouzht to
begin the first of October end end on the
20th of lNovember?

A, Yes, s8ir.

Q. Then you think they might allow seines
after that?

A, Yes, sir; after November 20 for both the
shed and the lunge. I don't think they
should draw for the lunge at =211, but youn
cannot esteh the shad in any other way with-

out a net.
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Q. How long wonld you fish efter the 20th
of November? |

A. Begin ahout the 20t of November and
fish till the last of Novembher; it is too
cold to fish 2fter that,.

Q. Have von ever made a2 practice of ship-
ping fish away to market?

A. No, sir,

Q. All the fish that sre teken in this re-
gion are sold here?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. How sbout the enforcement of tliec law in
this seet ion?

A. The Canedian overseer is attending to
his business now better than he used to.

Q. How about the Ameriesn fish warden?

A, They look after then pretty well here;
in fact, the lishing here is very little.
Q. Does the Canadien lew fix the Lass close

season all ripht--whet is their spewning
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time?

A. I never looked for the fish on their
beds; I rever ez"wht eny of them; and 1 nev-
er did any flving et any time. ¢

Q. In trolling for a lunge wh:t do you use?
A. A spoon &nd a pgrepple.

Q. No beait?

A, Fo, sir.

Q. You thirk that very few =2re taker either
by trolling or in ordinary hook lishing, and
that all you neesd to observe in that case is
the close season?

A. Yes, sir., The Government makes & law
and then forbids you drawing a2 seine in the
close season; then it will make out papers
end lease you a ground to fish upon and then
prevent you from fishing.

Q. Whet is your ideas about hatching fish
art ificially?

A. I believe in hatching fish ir it is prop-

erly managed.



